
Af-Pak Politicoscope 2018 
 
In his much awaited speech in August 2017, President Trump revealed his policy 
statement on Afghanistan and the future of US engagement in that country. All were 
looking forward that he would bring forth his election rhetoric of pulling US forces from a 
useless war and put an end to this American adventure, but on the contrary he decided to 
carry on with the project.  
 
What was surprising though that instead of highlighting more on his military strategy on 
how to proceed, he emphasized more on Pakistan’s role which according to him had 
been a negative one. He slammed Pakistan for not being a helping hand rather a spoiler.  
 
All in all, since his speech traditional US demand from Pakistan in this whole episode of 
the “war on terror” moved from “Do more” to “Do even more” in order to assist the US in 
stabilizing Afghanistan.  
 
Trump’s views though are that of an outsider who are there to pursue their specific targets 
and interests. Whereas the ground realities for both the countries involved at times are not 
paid a heed to at all. 
 
Afghanistan is a war torn country that has been witnessing devastation for the last four 
decades.  And every time it were the internal disturbances of the country that 
necessitated or provided an excuse or even rulers invited neighboring countries to 
intervene in their affairs.  
 
In 1979, it was the strife for power among the Peoples Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
(PDPA) office bearers and their constant conspiracies against each other that led to the 
Soviet invasion. After their withdrawal the fight between the “Mujadhideens” that ultimately 
turned into a civil war paved the way for Taliban (Madrassa students from the Pashtun 
areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan) to invade Afghanistan and bring it under its control. 
And then it was the deeds of the Taliban which finally forced US to set foot and make sure 
order prevails and the inhuman regulations of Taliban are halted. 
 
 Afghanistan of 2018 presents no different picture; highly centralized government of Kabul 
has pushed the country to the brink of yet another political and security instability. The 
framers of the current constitution at the Bonn conference in 2001 missed the very much 



evident issue of the ethnic diversity in the country and opted for a Presidential system, 
whereas Parliamentary system suits countries with dynamics as that of Afghanistan.  
 
As of now President Ashraf Ghani is under severe pressure for having failed to come up 
with his election reform promise, his unilateral decision on the Master plan of Afghanistan 
by trying to exclude Hazarjat “Central Afghanistan” from its share in electricity and dam 
projects, his controversial move to include the word “Afghan” for all in their Electronic 
Identity Cards whereby not living in Afghanistan are Afghans but Afghanistani. Non 
Pashtuns object the word Afghan used for them as according to them it s a synonym for 
Pashtun. Last but not the least is Ghani’s row with the powerful Governor of Balk Province 
Mr. Atta Mohammad Noor who was dismissed by the President but the later refused to 
abide and still claims to be the Governor.  
 
President Ghani has been unable to handle the “ethnic” angle of the ways he has been 
trying to handle political problems, an angle that counts the most in Afghanistan, an angle 
that will either make it or break it. 
 
In the midst of all these domestic issues, Ghani and his government will not miss a single 
chance to blame Pakistan for any of the wrongs done.  
 
Pakistan on the other hand does not look too different when it comes to political, 
economic and social tensions. 24/7 politically charged environment indicate the advent of 
general elections, ruling party is crying ouster of its Prime Minister by the Supreme Court, 
opposition party’s role has been taken by Pakistan Tehreek e Insaaf which runs 
government of a province, judiciary also sounds energetic the rate of suo moto actions 
and dispensation of notices to political figures speak for that. 
 
To sum up the situation, in Pakistan everyone is trying to book that peak hour slot of the 
media by passing on statements that would catch the eye of news thirsty channels.  
 
Military, which is supposed just to look after the security affairs, is now driving diplomacy 
too. Unilateral decisions taken by the GHQ leaves parliament with little prestige to 
practice. Though this meddling is not limited to the outside world only, maybe this is the 
reason why mostly foreigners directly approach Rawalpindi instead of Islamabad.  
 
This grim picture works as a basis for future scenario building which is full of challenges. 
Taliban, a common headache for both neighbors does not seem serious to come to table 



for talks. By changing names i.e. Afghan Taliban and Pakistani Taliban the group is busy in 
killing people, and both the governments are naïve enough to blame each other instead of 
going after Taliban. At times it feels as if governments do not want the scene change, as 
both are direct beneficiaries of the war, the longer it gets the more remittances it brings. 
Just a few days back it was reported that 2/3 of Dubai’s palm islands are owned by 
Afghan Politicians and other influential persons. 
 
The only losers from this conflict are the poor masses. 
 
 2018 is parliamentary election year for both neighbors, but no hopes for any major 
changes should be expected from it, as Afghanistan has presidential system where the 
President takes decisions as per his likings whereas in Pakistan parliament does not have 
any say at all.  
 
No immediate signs of any major change in domestic problems for both the countries. 
Afghanistan will be drawn deeper into the ethnic issues, which actually Ashraf Ghani and 
his team want as it will drive attention of the masses from corruption and incompetence 
to ethnic divisions. This is why Ghani displayed urgency in going ahead with the 
controversial plan on e-NICs. Presidential palace might itself in trouble as it has 
miscalculated the backlash the ethnic groups will be showing. 
 
Pakistani democracy will continue to fight the judicial coup that has been imposed; only 
time will decide which one succeeds. Center of gravity will remain in Rawalpindi whereas 
Islamabadians will keep on trying to have a firm grip on power.  
 
Panacea lies in more and more democracy, Afghanistan needs federal system that will 
make all ethnic groups feel accommodated in decision making while in Pakistan 
parliament will have to step forward and take the lead. Any attempts, as those from Ashraf 
Ghani to prolong his tenure by trying to delay general and then presidential elections and 
by the military-Judiciary nexus in Pakistan to impede democracy will further aggravate the 
overall situation, but who knows maybe this is what those in power want? 
 
 


